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America’s Founding Patriots 

During 2011, Intrepid Books is proud to continue the series on America’s Founding 
Patriots.  These reprints of historical documents and books provide us with the 
stories of our national’s hero’s and heroine’s.  

With the American social structure coming under fire from many areas of the modern 
world, we need to pause and remember our past; not only the noble deeds done, but 
the people who helped to form our nation. 

The lives of these individuals should inspire us today and allow us to realize that 
each of us are unique and have the capacity to change the world around us. We 
each have the power to change our lives internally with our thoughts and externally 
with our actions and deeds.   

We have the power to change our families through the choices we make. 

We have the power to change our schools and business by living the principles that 
our Founding Patriots believed it. 

We have the power to change our communities, states, and nation by accepting the 
great responsibilities that come with living in the greatest nation known. To those that 
much has been given, much is expected. 

We hope you enjoy learning about our Founding Patriots. 

HONORING OUR PAST  
 

PAUL REVERE – PART ONE 
 In this newsletter, we will be remembering a brave man whom all school 

children learn to know, but do we really know him?  We will be presenting 
portions of the story of Paul Revere written by Charles Ferris Gettemy. 
 
In this edition, we will be learning about Paul Revere’s ancestry, childhood, 
and young adulthood. 
 
Join us as we explore THE TRUE STORY OF PAUL REVERE, by Charles Ferris 
Gettemy, Boston, Little, Brown and Company, 1905. 
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PAUL REVERE was born in Boston on December 21, 1734, O. S. (January1, 1735, N.S.). 
His father, for whom he was named, had come to this country from the isle of Guernsey 
to learn the goldsmith’s trade, and in 1723, after a visit to his boyhood home, had 
returned to America, determined to settle here for life. 

Paul, Sr., was a Frenchman, and at birth was christened Apollos Rivoire. His father’s 
name was Isaac, and his mother’s, Serenne Lambert. Isaac’s parents, Jean and 
Magdelaine Rivoire, were of that heroic Huguenot band, who were forced to flee their 
native land after the revocation of the Edict of Nantes by Louis XIV in 1685. Simon, 
Isaac’s eldest brother, emigrated first to Holland and then to Guernsey, and it was to 
him that the lad Apollos was sent at the age of thirteen. A hundred years later the 
American grandson received this copy of a record made by the careful Isaac: 

“Apollos Rivoire our son was born the thirtieth of November, 1702, about ten o’clock at 
night, and was baptized at Riancaud, France. Apollos Rivoire my brother was his 
Godfather and Anne Maulmon, my sister-in-law, his Godmother. He set out for Guernsey 
the 21st of November, 1715.” 

About the first thing young Apollos did after deciding to settle down in Boston 
permanently was to Anglicize his name, and, for reasons of euphony and convenience, 
he called himself henceforth Paul Revere. Six years after he had begun to fashion gold 
and silver plate and ornaments for the people of Boston he had amassed a sufficient 
competency to warrant him in marrying, and so, June 19, 1729, he took for his wife 
Deborah Hichborn, born in Boston January 29, 1704.1 Twelve children were born to this 
union, among them him who was to be known to history as the messenger of the 
Revolution. 

Young Paul was put to school under Master John Tileston, who for eighty years was 
connected with the North Grammar School on North Bennet Street, and about whose 
name and fame as a teacher cluster many interesting tales and much of the romance of 
the old North End during its eighteenth-century prosperity. When Revere left his school-
books it was to graduate at once into his father’s shop, where he quickly learned the 
trade, or, to speak more accurately, the art, of the gold and silver smith, for he proved 
quite as skilled in drawing and designing patterns for pitchers, ewers, tankards, spoons, 
braisers, mugs, etc., as in the actual mechanical work of manufacturing them. 

In 1756 he had his first military experience, being then twenty-one years old. This was 
in the expedition against Crown Point, in which he held a commission from Governor 
William Shirley as a second lieutenant in the artillery. The service, however, proved 
uneventful. It continued for six months, the troops being stationed at Fort William 
Henry, Lake George, from May till November, when the fall of Forts Oswego and 
Ontario compelled the little band to retire to a place of safety, and, shortly after, to 
abandon the enterprise entirely. 

The summer following this service Revere married, Sarah Orne (born in Boston April 2, 
1736) becoming his bride on the 17th of August, 1757. From that time forward he took 
an increasing and a prominent part in the political life of the time, and on one occasion, 
at least, his pugnacious disposition got him into the police court, where he had to pay a 
fine and be bound over to keep the peace. The record of this affair,2 which came under 
the jurisdiction of Richard Dana, one of His Majesty’s justices of the peace for Suffolk 
County, runs: 

 

THE TRUE STORY OF PAUL REVERE 
BY CHARLES FERRIS GETTEMY, 1905. 
 

“When Revere left 
his school-books it 
was to graduate at 

once into his 
father’s shop...”  
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THE TRUE STORY OF PAUL REVERE 
BY CHARLES FERRIS GETTEMY – continues: 
 – CONTINUES: 
 

 

“1761, May 11. Thomas Fosdick complaint against Paul Revere for assaulting & beating the 
complaint as by you was on file. Defendant pleads not guilty, after a full hearing it appears he 
is guilty. Judged that he pay a fine of 6/8, to the King & pay costs tax’d at 12/9 & be bound to 
keep peace & be of good behavior until the next general Sessions &c himself in £10 with 2 
Sureties in £5 each, standing convicted till performed.” 

This entry is endorsed: 

“1761 May 11. Paul Revere principal, recognized in £10. Nathaniel Fosdick, hatter & 
Joshua Bracket, copper-smith both of Boston Sureties in £5 each to keep the peace & be of 
good behavior until the next Court of general Sessions &c according to your judgment on the 
other side recorded.” 

But for the most part Revere was no doubt a law-abiding citizen. He was certainly an 
industrious one, and increased his income from his regular business by turning his 
mechanical skill to account in many ingenious ways. He even tried dentistry as appears 
from an advertisement in the Boston Gazette and Country Journal:3 

 

“WHEREAS, many Persons are so unfortunate as to lose their Fore-Teeth by 
Accident, and other ways, to their great Detriment, not only in Looks, but speaking both in 
Public and Private: — This is to inform all such, that they may have them replaced with 
artificial Ones, that looks as well as the Natural & answers the End of Speaking to all 
Intents, by PAUL REVERE, Goldsmith near the head of Dr. Clarke’s Wharf, Boston. 

“All Persons who have had false Teeth fixed by Mr. John Baker, Surgeon Dentist, and 
they have got loose (as they will in Time) may have them fastened by the above who 
learnt the Method of fixing them from Mr. Baker.” 

 

Another advertisement which appeared in the same journal two years later4  conveys a 
succinct account of Revere’s professional skill: 

 

“ARTIFICIAL TEETH    -  PAUL REVERE  

“Takes this Method of returning his most Sincere Thanks to the Gentlemen and Ladies 
who have Employed him in the care of their Teeth he would now inform them and all 
others, who are so unfortunate as to lose their Teeth by accident or other ways that he 
still continues the Business of a Dentist, and flatters himself that from the Experience he 
has had these Two years (in which time he has fixed some Hundreds of Teeth) that he 
can fix them as well as any Surgeon-Dentist who ever came from London, he fixes them 
in such a Manner that they are not only an Ornament, but of real Use in Speaking and 
Eating: He cleanses the Teeth and will wait on any Gentleman or Lady at their Lodgings, 
he may be spoke with at his shop opposite Dr. Clark’s at the North End where the Gold 
and Silversmith’s Business is carried on in all its Branches.” 

 

An instance of Revere’s dentistry came to light and served an important purpose when 
in 1776, after the evacuation of Boston, General Joseph Warren’s body was exhumed 
by his friends from its unmarked burial place on Bunker Hill for the purpose of proper 
interment.5 The brothers of General Warren and his physician were reinforced in their 
identification of the body by Revere, who had set an artificial tooth for the general, and 
who testified that he recognized the wire he used in fastening it. 

 

  

  

“The brothers of 
General Warren 

and his physician 
were reinforced 

in their 
identification of 

the body by 
Revere...”  
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But it was as an engraver on copper that Revere saw an opportunity for his skill as 
a draftsman to find perhaps its most congenial outlet, since the exciting political 
events of the time readily lent themselves to pictorial treatment, and in a period long 
before the days of illustrated newspapers could be turned to good financial account.  

By 1765 his reputation as a clever, if somewhat crude, caricaturist was 
established. In that year he brought out an elaborate allegorical expression of the 
sentiments of the patriots incensed over the Stamp Act. This odious piece of 
legislation was personified by a dragon, in front of which stood a man with drawn 
sword, representing Boston. New York, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, Virginia, and 
the other colonies are portrayed crowding to the front and backing up Hampden, 
while the treacherous Pym lies prostrate on the ground beneath the dragon’s claws. 
Behind the monster an officer of the Crown is seen dangling from a branch of the 
Liberty Tree.6 Accompanying the picture is an explanatory bit of pompous verse, 
which reveals Revere’s ambition to indulge in literary composition, an ambition 
productive of results quite as ornate and wonderful as ever came of his skill as an 
engraver: 

 

THE TRUE STORY OF PAUL REVERE 
BY CHARLES FERRIS GETTEMY – continues: 
 

 
 

“By 1765 his 
reputation as a clever, 

if somewhat crude, 
caricaturist was 

established.” 

  

  

  America! See thy freeborn sons advance   
And at thy Tyrant point the threatening Lance!   
Who with grim Horror opens his Hell-like Jaws,  
And MAGNA CHARTA grasps between his Claws.   
Lo BOSTON brave! Unstain’d by Placemen’s Bribe   
Attack the Monster and his venal Tribe. 
See loyal Hampden to his Country true,   
Present his Weapon to the odious Crew;  
See ‘fore him prostrate treacherous PYM doth fall   
And A-Sejanus loud for Mercy call!   
Whilst brave RHODE ISLAND & NEW YORK support,   
HAMPDEN and FREEDOM, in their brave Effort: 

 

Front to VIRGINIA, bold NEW HAMPSHIRE stands 
All firmly sworn to shake off slavish Bands   
And each united Province faithful joins   
Against the Monster and his curst designs,  
Mounted aloft perfidious H---k you see, 
Scorned by his Country, fits the Rope & Tree;   
This be the real Fate! A fittest Place   
For Freedom’s Foes a selfish scornful Race!   
Above behold where Spite & Envy squirt   
Their VENOM on the Heads they cannot hurt;   
But lo MINERVA with her Spear and Shield 
Appears with Hopes to make the Harpies yield.  
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The news of the repeal of the Stamp Act reached Boston May 16, 1766, having been 
brought by Captain Shubael Coffin of the brigantine Harrison. There was great rejoicing, 
which took the form of a general demonstration, cannon being discharged, bells rung, the 
streets filled with processions, while music and bonfires added to the gayety. A more 
formal celebration, which took place on the 19th, reached a climax in an illumination of 
the town and a great display of fireworks on the Common at night.  

A conspicuous feature of the affair was an obelisk designed by Revere, which was set up 
on the Common, but which it was intended should be removed after the celebration and 
placed under the Liberty Tree, there to remain as a permanent memorial. During the 
jubilation, however, the obelisk unfortunately caught fire and was destroyed. But its 
architect had thoughtfully preserved its outlines in a copperplate engraving, which not 
only pictured the monument, but reproduced the inscriptions composed for its four sides. 
They made an interesting complement to the allegorical picture and verses of the 
preceding year.  

Across the top of the plate is written: “A VIEW of the OBELISK erected under LIBERTY-TREE 
in Boston on the Rejoicings for the Repeal of the Stamp Act 1766,” and across the bottom: “To 
every Lover of LIBERTY this Plate is humbly dedicated by her true born SONS in BOSTON, New 
England.”  

The sketch on the first of the four sides of the obelisk, as portrayed on the copper plate, 
represents America in the form of an Indian recumbent under a tree and an angel of 
Liberty hovering overhead; the devil is seen flying towards America with the Stamp Act in 
his claws, while the Prime Minister, surrounded by his parliamentary supporters, 
approaches, bearing a chain. This picture is entitled “America in distress, apprehending 
the total loss of LIBERTY,” and above it are these fervid lines: 

 

THE TRUE STORY OF PAUL REVERE 
BY CHARLES FERRIS GETTEMY – continues: 
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THE TRUE STORY OF PAUL REVERE 
BY CHARLES FERRIS GETTEMY – continues: 
 

“O thou, whom next to Heav’n we most revere 
Fair LIBERTY! Thou lovely Goddess hear!   
Have we not woo’d thee, won thee, held thee long, 
Lain in thy lap & melted on thy Tongue.   
Thro Death & Dangers rugged paths pursu’d   
And led thee smiling to this SOLITUDE.   
Hid thee within our Hearts most golden Cell   
And brav’d the Powers of Earth & Powers of Hell.  
GODDESS! We cannot part, thou must not fly;  
Be SLAVES! We dare to Scorn it — dare to die.” 

 

The second picture portrays America beseeching the 
aid of friends, whose leader is being crowned by 
Fame, while a thundercloud is bursting over the head 
of the retreating ministers; the accompanying legend 
explains that “She [America] implores the aid of her 
PATRONS.” This is the verse: 

While clanking Chains & Curses shall salute 
Thine Ears remorseless Granville, thine O Brute 
To you blest PATRIOTS ! We our Cause submit   
Illustrious CAMDEN! Britain’s Guardian PITT.   
Recede not, frown not, rather let us be   
Depriv’d of being, than of LIBERTY.   
Let fraud or malice blacken all our Crimes   
No disaffection stains these peaceful Climes;   
O save us, shield us from impending Woes   
The foes of Britain, only are our Foes.  

 
The third sketch represents the Liberty Tree with an 
eagle in its topmost branches feeding her young, 
while an angel is seen approaching and bearing an 
aegis. “She endures the Conflict for a short season” 
is the rather commonplace inscription below. The 
descriptive verse reads: 

Boast foul Oppression, boast thy transient Reign 
While honest FREEDOM struggles with her Chain; 
But know the Sons of Virtue, hardy, brave.   
Disdain to lose thro’ mean Despair to save   
Aroused in Thunder, awful they appear  
With proud deliverance stalking in their Rear   
While Tyrant-Foes their pallid Fears betray   
Shrink from their Arms, & give their Vengeance way.  
See in th’ unequal War OPPRESSORS fall  
The hate, contempt, and endless Curse of all.  
 

The fourth, and last, in this series of caricatures 
portrays King George the Third in the guise of a 
Dutch widow introducing America to the Goddess of 
Liberty, or as the engraver explains, “And has her 
LIBERTY restored by the Royal hand of GEORGE 
the Third.” This final scene in the Stamp Act drama, 
showing the king in the gracious act of restoring the 
liberties he had taken away from his subjects, is 
celebrated with bombastic loyalty in this fashion: 

Our FAITH approved, our LIBERTY restor’d,   
Our Hearts bend grateful to our Sover’gn Lord;   
Hail darling Monarch! by this act endear’d   
Our firm affections are thy best reward   
Should Britain’s self, against herself divide,   
And hostile Armies frown on either Side,  
Sh’d Hosts rebellious shake our Brunswick’s Throne 
And as they dar’d thy Parent, dare the Son, 
To this Asylum stretch thine happy Wing 
And we’ll contend, who best shall love our KING. 
 

Each of the four sides of the obelisk bears, besides 
the caricatures and the verse, pictures of British 
worthies, which are conceived as appropriate in 
connection with the sentiment expressed by the 
lines.7 

Another of Revere’s caricatures, and one that 
attracted quite as much attention as the Stamp Act 
series, and had a wide sale, was put out in 1768. It 
was entitled “The Rescinders,” and commemorated 
one of the many incidents of the stirring years when 
the Revolution was incubating, and which temporarily 
threw the community into excitement, but which have 
for the most part been obscured by the more 
momentous events of the time.  

The General Court, February 11, 1768, passed, by a 
large majority, certain resolutions authorizing the 
sending of a circular letter to the several colonial 
assemblies. The alarming state of affairs impending 
in the relations of the colonies with the mother 
country formed the text for this action, and it was 
proposed that a system of committees of 
correspondence be established in order to promote 
the crystallization of public opinion.  

This gave, as might have been expected, great 
umbrage to the King, and His Majesty directed Lord 
Hillsborough to order Governor Bernard, as soon as 
the General Court should convene, to have the 
House of Representatives rescind its vote and, in 
addition, to declare its “disapprobation of and dissent 
to that rash and hasty proceeding.”8 This humiliating 
action must be taken under pain of the assembly’s 
demand, whereupon, June 30, it was put to a vote of 
the House. Seventeen members voted in favor of 
rescinding and ninety-two against, and the governor 
at once dissolved the rebellious assembly.  

The courageous independence of the great majority 
met, of course, with popular approval, while the 
seventeen “rescinders” brought upon themselves the 
indignant jeers of all good patriots.9 

Journal, pp. 72, 75, 91-96; and MS. Court Records, 
in Massachusetts Archives, Vol. 27 (1767-1768), pp. 
362, 372-373, 382, 392-398. 
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Revere’s engraving portrayed these seventeen 
gentlemen being thrust into the maw of a monstrous 
creature having the wide-open jaws of a shark, the 
Hon. Timothy Ruggles being at the head of the 
company. Ruggles, displaying some hesitancy about 
entering the cavernous mouth of the monster 
shooting forth flames, is urged on by a little winged 
devil who is seen coming down upon him, a pitchfork 
in his claws, and crying, “Push on, Tim.” The whole 
crowd is also being urged forward by another devil, 
who is exclaiming in high glee: “Now I’ve got you. A 
fine haul, by Jove.” In the background is seen the 
cupola of the Province House, the residence of the 
governor. Altogether it is a very lively print, and it 
bore a title quite in keeping with its subject. It was 
inscribed: “A WARM PLACE — HELL.” While Revere 
was at work upon this engraving, Dr. Benjamin 
Church happened into his shop and volunteered to 
write a verse to accompany it.10 Taking pen and ink, 
the appreciative doctor wrote underneath the picture: 

On brave Rescinders! to yon yawning cell,   
Seventeen such miscreants there will startle Hell   
There puny Villains, damned for petty sin,  
 On such distinguished Scoundrels gaze and grin;   
The out-done Devil will resign his sway;   
He never curst his millions in a day.  

The ninety-two representatives who refused to obey 
the King’s orders to rescind the resolutions were duly 
rewarded by being presented by fifteen of the Sons 
of Liberty with a handsome silver punch bowl,11 the 
handiwork of Paul Revere, whose name is modestly 
stamped underneath.   

Probably the best known of Revere’s copper-plate 
engravings, because the most generally reproduced, 
is his view of “The BLOODY MASSACRE 

perpetrated in King-Street, BOSTON, on March 5th 
1770, by a party of the 29th REGT.”  

But the painful fact must be recorded that Revere is 
under grave suspicion of having in this instance 
appropriated the work of another. The basis of this 
charge is the following letter12 written to Revere by 
Henry Pelham, a contemporary engraver and 
miniaturist: 

 

“Boston, March 29, 1770. 

“SIR: 

“When I heard that you was cutting a plate of the late 
Murder, I thought it impossible as I knew you was not 
capable of doing it unless you copied it from mine and as I 
thought I had entrusted it in the hands of a person who had 
more regard to the dictates of Honor and Justice than to 
take the undue advantage you have done of the 
confidence and trust I reposed in you. But I find I was 
mistaken and after being at great Trouble and Expense of 
making a design, paying for paper, printing &c, find myself 
in the most ungenerous Manner deprived not only of any 
proposed Advantage but even of the expense I have been 
at as truly as if you had plundered me on the highway. If 
you are insensible of the Dishonor you have brought on 
yourself by this Act, the World will not be so. However, I 
leave you to reflect and consider of one of the most 
dishonorable Actions you could well be guilty of. -- H. 
Pelham.”  

This is a serious charge against Revere’s honor 
and integrity, for if Pelham’s statement is to be 
accepted, he loaned Revere a drawing he had made 
of the Massacre, from which Revere made an 
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engraving, and marketed it without even so much as 
giving the real artist credit for his sketch, since the 
Revere plate bears only the inscription, “Engraved, 
Printed and Sold by Paul Revere.” That Pelham drew 
a representation of the Massacre from which prints 
were made appears to be well established (he says 
in a letter written his half-brother, Charles Pelham, 
May 1, 1770: “Enclosed I send you two of my prints 
of the late Massacre”).13 

The verse underneath the Revere print, presumably 
composed by Revere, reads: 

 
“Unhappy BOSTON! see thy Sons deplore, 
Thy hallowed Walks besmear’d with guiltless Gore: 
With faithless P n and his savage Bands, 
With murd’rous Rancor stretch their bloody Hands; 
Like fierce Barbarians grinning o’er their Pay. 
Approve the Carnage and enjoy the Day. 
If scalding drops from Rage and Anguish Wrung, 
If speechless Sorrows lab’ring for a Tongue, 
Or if a weeping World can aught appease 
The plaintive Ghosts of Victims such as these, 
The Patriots’ copious Tears for each are shed, 
A glorious Tribute which embalms the Dead. 
But know, FATE summons to that sordid Goal   
Where JUSTICE strips the murd’rer of his Soul.  
Should venal C---ts the scandal of the Land, 
Snatch the relentless Villain from her Hand,   
Keen Execrations on this Plate inscrib’d,   
Shall reach a JUDGE who never can be brib’d.” 

The engraving also records that “the unhappy 
Sufferers were Mess Samuel Gray, Samuel 
Maverick, James Caldwell, Crispus Attucks & Patrick 
Carr, killed. Six wounded two of them (Christopher 
Monk & John Clark) Mortally.”  

The English copy14 bears the inscription: “The Fruits 
of Arbitrary Power; or the Bloody Massacre, 
Perpetrated in King Street, Boston, by a Party of the 
XXIXth Regt.,” and the scriptural texts (Ps. xciv. 4, S, 
6, 7): “How long shall they utter and speak hard 
things? and all the workers of iniquity boast 
themselves? They break in pieces thy people, O 
Lord, and afflict thine heritage; They slay the widow 
and the stranger, and murder the fatherless. Yet they 
say, The Lord shall not see, neither shall the God of 
Jacob regard it.” Revere also drew a pen-and-ink 
plan of the massacre, showing King Street,15 with the 
houses facing on the street and the places where the 
military was drawn up and the victims fell.  

An engraving of five coffins, which appeared in the 
Boston Gazette and Country Journal, March 12, in 
illustration of an account of the massacre, was 
contributed by him. 

As the first anniversary of the massacre approached, 
the town prepared to celebrate it with fitting 
ceremony. The public program included the delivery 

of an oration by Thomas Young in the “Manufactory 
House” and the tolling of bells from noon to one 
o’clock and from nine to ten at night. 16 But Revere 
made an interesting, picturesque, and long-
remembered contribution of his own to the obser-
vances. He prepared a series of transparencies, 
which he displayed from the upper windows of his 
North Square house and which greatly impressed the 
crowds in the square below. 

One of these transparencies represented 
Christopher Snider,17 “with one of his fingers in his 
wound, endeavoring to stop the blood from issuing 
there from; near him his friends weeping; at a small 
distance, a monumental pyramid with his name on 
the top and the names of those killed on the fifth of 
March around the base”;18 there was an inscription 
which read: 

“Snider’s pale ghost fresh bleeding stands,  
 And vengeance for his death demands.” 

In another window, under the legend “Foul Play,” 
were shown the British soldiers drawn up in firing 
line, with dead and wounded lying about, blood 
pouring from their wounds. A third transparency 
represented America, in the form of a female figure, 
sitting on a tree stump, with one foot on the head of a 
prostrate grenadier grasping a serpent. The Boston 
Gazette reported that “the spectators were struck 
with solemn silence and their countenances were 
covered with a melancholy glow.” 

Revere’s “views” of the town of Boston and the 
harbor, of which there are three different engravings, 
constituted a popular series of prints. They 
commemorated the coming of the obnoxious 14th 
and 29th regiments of British troops, which were 
quartered upon the town and the presence of which 
led to the massacre. The first of these views was 
published soon after that sanguinary event, as 
appears from an advertisement in the Boston 
Gazette and Country Journal of Monday, April 16, 
1770: 

“Just Published and to be sold by Paul Revere, 
Opposite Dr. Clark’s at the North End, and by the 
Printers hereof, a Copperplate Print, containing a 
View of Part of the Town of Boston in New England, 
and British Ships of War landing their Troops in the 
Year 1768. Dedicated to the Earl of Hillsborough.” 

The picture shows the spires of, apparently, six 
churches and the cupolas of the Old State House 
and Faneuil Hall. In the lower right-hand corner is the 
dedication: 

“To the Earl of Hillsborough, His Majesty Secretary 
of State for America. THIS VIEW of the only well 
Plan’d EXPEDITION formed for supporting the 
dignity of BRITAIN & chastising your insolence of 
AMERICA, is humbly inscribed.” 
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The inscription beneath the picture gives the names 
of the several vessels shown, and explains that 

“On Friday September 30th 1768, the Ships of 
WAR, armed Schooners, Transports, &c., Came up 
the Harbor and Anchored round the TOWN: their 
Cannon loaded, a Spring on their Cables, as for a 
regular Siege. At noon on Saturday, October the 
1st the fourteenth & twenty-ninth Regiments, a 
detachment from the 59th Regt and a Train of 
Artillery, with two pieces of Cannon, landed on the 
Long Wharf; there Formed and Marched with 
insolent Parade, Drums beating, Fifes playing and 
Colors flying, up KING STREET, Each soldier 
having received 16 rounds of Powder and Ball.” 

This view, as the newspaper advertisement tells us, 
was placed on sale by Revere as an independent 
venture; the other two views, which were similar in 
their general character to, though not identical with, 
the first, were engraved for and appeared 
respectively in Edes and Gill’s North American 
Almanac and Massachusetts Register for the Year 
1770, and in the first issue of the Royal American 
Magazine (January, 1774). Revere charged Edes 
and Gill £2, 8s. for the engraving which appeared in 
their almanac. He subsequently furnished many 
engravings for the Royal American Magazine, 
including portraits of Sam Adams and John Hancock 
and numerous allegorical caricatures.  

He also illustrated a two-volume work published in 
1774, in New York, by James Rivington, who styled 
himself the “King’s Printer”; this was an account of “A 
New Voyage Round the World, In the Years 1768, 
1769, 1770 and 1771; Undertaken by Order of his 
present Majesty, Performed by Captain James 
Cooke.”  

“A Westerly View of the Colleges in Cambridge New 
England” was one of Revere’s most popular and 
widely reproduced prints. He engraved numerous 
bookplates, and probably was the maker of the seal 
of the Phillips Andover Academy, still in use by that 
institution; and for Joshua Brackett, who kept the 

Cromwell’s Head Inn in School Street,19 he engraved 
a very artistic letterhead showing the bust of 
Cromwell surrounded by ornate scrollwork. 

On the 3d of May, 1773, Revere’s wife died. In the 
sixteen years since their marriage eight children had 
been born to them:20 

Deborah, born April 8, 1758; (died Jan. 8, 1797). 
Paul, born Jan. 6, 1760; (died Jan. 16, 1813). 
Sarah, born Jan. 3, 1762; (died July 5, 1791). 
Mary, born March 31, 1764; (died April 30, 1765). 
Frances, born Feb. 19, 1766; (died June 9, 1799). 
Mary, born March 19, 1768; (died August, 1853). 
Elizabeth, born Dec. 5, 1770; (died -?). 
Izanna, born Dec. 15, 1772; (died Sept. 19, 1773). 

Revere’s wife died in May; he buried his youngest 
child, an infant of nine months, in September; and a 
fortnight after the latter event he married again.  

His second wife was Rachel Walker (born in Boston, 
December 27, 1745), and they were married by the 
Rev. Samuel Mather, October 10, 1773. Revere at 
thirty-nine, the father of a considerable family whose 
mother was scarcely five months in her grave, 
appears to have been a light-hearted swain, 
notwithstanding his household was doubtless, as a 
descendant charitably has explained,21 “in sore need 
of a mother’s care.” He thus made love to his new 
bride: 

“Take three fourths of a Paine that makes Traitors confess 
With three parts of a place which the Wicked don’t bless 
Join four sevenths of an Exercise which shopkeepers use 
Add what Bad Men do, when they good actions refuse   
These four added together with great care and Art   
Will direct to the Fair One that is nearest my Heart.”  

Is the reader puzzled by this rather labored effort? 
Then here is the key: 

The “Rack” is plainly the classic instrument of torture 
for traitors, and three-fourths of it is certainly “rack,” 
but to be pronounced softly; hell is the place which 
everybody must know the wicked don’t bless, and 
three parts of it is “hel”; shopkeepers, in the days 
before electric cars, unless they were opulent 
enough to afford chaises, had, perforce, to indulge in 
walking, and four sevenths thereof is “walk.” Bad 
men, of course, are prone to err. Ergo, RACHEL 
WALKER! Surely Revere’s sweetheart could not 
have failed to fathom this simple love riddle. 

One may find in the official records of the time ample 
evidence of Revere’s active participation in the 
affairs of the town during this period. Whenever there 
was an important message to be carried to the sister 
colonies, he was the man to whom it was entrusted 
to be conveyed as speedily as horses’ legs could 
take him, and in the petty matters of local 
administration he also helped as befitted the good 
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citizen.  

He was repeatedly appointed on committees, serving 
among others on the Committee on Lamps “when 
about to fix the Places for Erecting said Lamps.” 22 In 
August, 1774, his name appears with twenty-one 
others in a list of those who refused to serve on the 
Suffolk grand jury, the last to sit under the Crown. 
Among the numerous acts of Parliament intended to 
break the spirit of the colonists was one making the 
justices of the Supreme Court in Massachusetts 
independent of the people for their salaries. , The 
grand jurors, Paul Revere being of the number, who 
had been returned to serve at the first term of the 
court after news of the passage of this act was 
received, held a private meeting and caucused on 
the situation before appearing in court. After a 
solemn deliberation all but one of them signed an 
agreement declining to serve, and this objector 
ultimately also refused. The document, unique but 
highly characteristic of the rebellious temper of the 
free citizens of Boston, was as follows: 

 

“Boston, August 30, 1774. 

“COUNTY OF SUFFOLK. 

“We who are returned by the several Towns in 
this county to serve as Grand Jurors at the Superior 
Court for this present Term, being actuated by a 
zealous Regard for Peace and good Order and a 
sincere Desire to promote Justice, Righteousness 
and good Government, as being essential to the 
Happiness of the Community; would now gladly 
proceed to the Discharge of the Important Duty 
required in that Department, could we persuade our 
selves that by doing thus, it would tend to our own 
Reputation or promote the Welfare of our Country.  

“But when we consider the dangerous Inroads 
that have been made upon our Civil Constitution, 
the violent attempts now making to alter and annul 
the most essential Parts of our Charter, granted by 
the most solemn Faith of Kings, and repeatedly 
recognized by British Kings and Parliaments; while 
we see the open and avowed Design of 
establishing the most complete System of 
Despotism in this Province, and thereby reducing 
the free born Inhabitants thereof to the most abject 
State of Slavery & Bondage: we feel ourselves 
necessarily constrained to decline being impaneled, 
for Reasons that we are ready to offer to the Court, 
if permitted which are as follows: 

“First — Because PETER OLIVER, Esq. who 
sits as Chief Judge of this Court, has been charged 
with high Crimes and misdemeanors by the late 
honorable House of Representatives, the grand 
Inquest of this Province; of which charge he has 
never been legally acquitted, but has been declared 
by that House unqualified to act as Judge of this 
Court. 

“Secondly—Because by a late Act of the British 
Parliament for altering the Constitution of this 
Province, the continuance of the present Judges of 
this Court, as well as the Appointment of others, 
from the first of July last is made to depend solely 
on the King’s Pleasure, vastly different from the 
Tenure of the British Judges: and as we apprehend 
they now hold their places, only in consequence of 
that Act, all the judicial Proceedings of the Court will 
be taken as Concessions to the validity of the same 
to which we dare not consent: 

“Thirdly — Because three of the Judges, being 
the major part of the Court, namely, the said 
PETER OLIVER, Esq., FOSTER HUTCHINSON, 
Esq., and WILLIAM BROWN, Esq.,23 by taking the 
Oath of Counselors under Authority of the 
aforementioned Act, are (as we are informed) 
sworn to carry into execution all the Late grievous 
Acts of the British Parliament, among the Last of 
which is one made ostensibly for the Impartial 
Administration of Justice in this province, but, as we 
fear, really for the Impunity of such persons as shall 
under pretext of executing those Acts, murder any 
of the Inhabitants thereof, which Acts appear to us 
to be utterly repugnant to every Idea of Justice & 
common humanity, and are justly complained of 
throughout America as highly injurious and 
oppressive to the good people of this Province, and 
manifestly destructive of their national, as well as 
constitutional rights. 

“Fourthly — Because we believe in our 
Consciences that our acting in Concert with a Court 
so constituted and under such circumstances, 
would be so far betraying the just and sacred 
Rights of our native Land, which were not the Gift of 
Kings, but were purchased solely with the Toil, the 
Blood and Treasure of our worthy and revered 
Ancestors and which we look upon ourselves, 
under the most sacred Obligations to maintain and 
to transmit the same whole and entire to our 
Posterity. 

“Therefore we the Subscribers unanimously 
decline serving as grand Jurors at this Court. 

Wm. Thompson  Joseph Willet   
Paul Revere  Robert Williams  
James Ivers    Joseph Pool   
Lemuel Kollock  Nicholas Cook  
William Bullard   Moses Richardson   
Abraham Wheeler   Peter Boyer   
Thos. Crafts, junr    Joseph Hall   
Henry Plimpton    Jonathan Day   
Nath Belcher    Eben Hancock   
Joseph Jones   Thomas Pratt   
Abijah Upham    Samuel Hobart”24  

 
When court opened and the jurors were called they 
refused to be sworn. The last name on the list was 
that of Thomas Pratt of Chelsea, who inquired, when 
he was called, whether the justices’ salaries were to 
be paid by the Province or the King. “Mr. Pratt,” 
retorted the chief justice, “this court is organized as it 
always has been, and it can be of no importance to 
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you, as a juror, whether our salaries be paid from the 
treasury of the crown or of the province”; to which 
Pratt replied with spirit: “I won’t same.” Revere used 
often in after life to relate this incident with keen 
relish.25 

Public opinion during the revolutionary period found 
opportunity to crystallize in both public and private 
gatherings. It would probably not be possible to 
exaggerate the influence of the numerous secret 
organizations of the time — the Freemasons, the 
“Sons of Liberty,” the North and South End 
“Caucuses” — upon the events which helped to bring 
on the conflict with the mother country.  

In most of these . Revere was a moving spirit. The 
“Sons of Liberty” met in a distillery and also the 
Green Dragon Tavern, and arose out of the 
excitement attending the passage of the Stamp Act, 
being first called “The Union Club,” but later taking a 
more descriptive name from an allusion in a speech 
of Colonel Barre, a friend of the colonists, in 
Parliament.26 John Adams in his diary gives some 
interesting glimpses of these clubs: 

“Feb. 1, 1763. — This day learned that the 
Caucus Club meets at certain times in the garret of 
Tom Dawes, the adjutant of the Boston regiment. 
He has a large house, and he has a movable 
partition in his garret, which he takes down, and the 
whole club meets in one room. There they smoke 
tobacco till you cannot see from one end of the 
garret to the other. Then they drink flip, I suppose, 
and there they choose a moderator, who puts 
questions to the vote regularly; and selectmen, 
assessors, collectors, wardens, fire wards, and 
representatives, are regularly chosen before they 
are chosen in the town. Fairfield, Story, Ruddock, 
Adams, Cooper, and a rudis indigestaque moles of 
others, are members. They send committees to 
wait on the Merchants Club, and to propose and 
join in the choice of men and measures. Captain 
Cunningham says they have often solicited him to 
go to these caucuses, — they have assured him 
benefit in his business, &c. 

“Dec. 23, 1765. — Went into Mr. Dudley’s, Mr. 
Dana’s, Mr. Otis’s office, and then to Mr. Adams’s, 
and went with him to the Monday night club. There I 
found Otis, Cushing, Wells, Pemberton, Gray, 
Austin, two Waldos, Inches, and spent the evening 
very agreeably. Politicians all at this club. 

“Jan. 15,1766.—Spent the evening with the 
Sons of Liberty at their own apartment in Hanover-
Square near the Tree of Liberty. It is a counting-
room, in Chase & Speakman’s distillery; a very 
small room it is. There were present John Avery, a 
distiller of liberal education; John Smith, the brazier; 
Thomas Chase, distiller; Joseph Fields, master of a 
vessel; Henry Bass; George Trott, jeweler; and 
Henry Welles. I was very cordially and respectfully 
treated by all present. We had punch, wine, pipes 
and tobacco, biscuit and cheese, etc. They chose a 

committee to make preparations for grand 
rejoicings upon the arrival of the news of a repeal of 
the stamp act.” 

From which it appears that politicians are much the 
same in all times. Public officials were chosen by a 
ring in Boston in the year of our Lord 1763 before 
they were “chosen in the town,” and the Revolution 
was hatched in a rum-shop, while those upon whom 
history has placed the seal of greatness and 
statesmanship filled themselves with “flip” in an 
atmosphere dense with tobacco smoke, as they 
plotted and planned the momentous events of the 
time! 

To be continued… 

Please join us in the next edition of America’s 
Founding Patriots as the True Story of Paul Revere 
continues. 

 

 
Footnotes: 
1 Paul Revere, the elder, died in Boston January 22, 1754; his wife 
died in 1777. 
2 Copied from a blank-book belonging to Judge Dana, in the 
possession of his great-great-granddaughter, Elizabeth Ellery 
Dana of Cambridge. — Goss’ Life of Revere, Vol. 2, p. 667. 
3 Issue of September 19, 1768. 
4 Issue of July 30, 1770. 
5 Article by General William H. Sumner, New England Historical 
and Genealogical Register, Vol. 12, p. 119. Warren’s body was 
reinterred in the Old Granary Burial Ground under the auspices of 
the Grand Lodge of Masons. Perez Morton delivered the oration, 
and Revere was designated by the lodge to convey its thanks to 
the orator for his effort. 
6 The “ Liberty Tree,” an elm beneath whose spreading limbs the 
patriots used to hold informal meetings, stood near the corner of 
what are now Washington and Essex Streets. 
7 See pp. 145-147, Vol. 1, Dealings with the Dead, a 
miscellaneous collection of reminiscences and curious historical 
facts which appeared originally in the Boston Transcript, but was 
subsequently published in book form. Lucius Manlius Sargent was 
the author. 
8 These seventeen rescinders were: William Brown of Salem, 
Peter Frye of Salem, Richard Saltonstall of Haverhill, John Calef 
of Ipswich, Jacob Fowle of Marblehead, Jonathan Bliss of 
Springfield, Israel Williams of Hatfield, Jonathan Ashley of West 
Deerfield, Joseph Root of Sunderland, John Ashley of Sheffield, 
Timothy Ruggles of Hardwick, Jonathan Sayward of York, John 
Chadwick of Tyringham, Josiah Edson of Bridgewater, 
Chillingsworth Foster of Harwich, William Jernigan of Edgartown, 
Mathew Mayhew of Chilmark. Journal, House of Representatives 
of Massachusetts Bay, June 30, 1768, p. 89. 
9 New England Magazine, Vol. 3 (1832), p. 308. Letter of Lord 
Hillsborough to Governor Bernard, April 22, 1768. Journal, House 
of Representatives of Massachusetts Bay, June 21, 1768, pp. 68-
69. Also, being immediately dissolved. The governor complied 
with Lord Hillsborough’s instructions, sending a message in 
accordance therewith to the General Court on the 21st of June. 
The committee to which the matter was referred reported against 
complying with the King’s 
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10  “A copy of this print fell by accident, many years ago, into the 
hands of a gentleman of our acquaintance, who required the 
particulars respecting it of Colonel Revere. The Colonel was then 
eighty years of age, and observed he had not seen a copy of it for 
many years, — was pleased to find that one was in preservation 
— and offered to buy it. He said he was a young man, zealous in 
the cause of liberty, when he sketched it, and had forgotten many 
of the circumstances; but this he did remember, that while he was 
doing it, the famous Dr. Church came into his shop, and, seeing 
what he was about, took a pen and wrote the following lines [given 
in the text above] as an accompaniment. The Colonel then 
delivered them with much energy, exactly as they are on the print.” 
— New England Magazine (1882), Vol. 3, p. 309. 
11 The bowl, nearly six inches in depth and eleven in diameter, was 
made to hold about a gallon. The inscription read: 

“To the memory of the glorious, NINETY-TWO Members of the 
Honl. House of Representatives of the MASSACHUSETTS BAY, 
who undaunted by the insolent Menaces of Villains in Power, from 
a strict regard to Conscience and the Liberties of their 
Constituents, on the 30th of June, 1768, Voted NOT TO 
RESCIND.” 

A small wreath on the opposite side of the bowl encircles the 
words:          “No. 45  WILKES AND LIBERTY”  

— an allusion to the English agitator, whose famous Number 45 of 
his paper, the North Briton, had contained a vindication of the 
course pursued by the colonies. Representations of standards 
bearing the words “ Magna Charta” and “Bill of Rights,” and of a 
torn piece of a warrant such as gave authority to search houses, 
also adorn the bowl. For further details, see Massachusetts 
Historical Society Proceedings, Vol. 13 (1873-1875), p. 200. Also, 
Benjamin F. Stevens’ pamphlet The Silver Punch Bowl, etc., 
reprinted from the Boston Herald of January 20, 1895. 
12 “Some Pelham-Copley Letters,” by Paul Leicester Ford in The 
Atlantic Monthly, April, 1893. Pelham and John S. Copley were 
among the Americans sojourning in London whose actions during 
this period were being watched by the British authorities. “To what 
extent,” says Mr. Ford, “suspicion was attached to them, it is now 
impossible to say, but it certainly went so far as to lead these two 
men to turn over their private papers to the government.”  

Among these papers was this letter which Mr. Ford found in the 
Public Record Office, London, in a bundle labeled “America and 
the West Indies, 449.” Either the Revere letter, which was dated at 
Boston, was for some reason never actually sent by its author, 
being carried by him to London; or the letter found in London was 
a copy which Pelham had preserved of the original. In a paper 
entitled “Christian Remick, an Early Boston Artist,” read at a 
meeting of the Club of Odd Volumes of Boston, February 24, 1904 
(of which one hundred copies were published by the club), Henry 
W. Cunningham questioned the genuineness of certain prints 
generally attributed to Revere, and commented: “Paul Revere was 
an ardent patriot, and one of the most useful Americans of his day, 
and besides was an excellent mechanic; but history does not 
show him to have been an artist, and in several instances it does 
show that he made use of the artistic talents of others.” 
13 Ford’s article. 
14 The Bostonian Society has one of the very few original imprints 
from this plate in its collection at the Old State House, and also a 
copy of the London reproduction, which ran through three editions. 
15 The present State Street. 
16 Loring. The Hundred Boston Orators, pp. 24-25. 
17 A victim of the British soldiery, but not of the “massacre.” 
18 Boston News Letter, March 7 and 14, 1771. 
19 This ancient landmark stood in School Street until 1888, when it 
was torn down. 
20 These dates, as also those relative to the children by Revere’s 
second marriage given on pages 277-278, are taken from the 
Revere family Bible, and the author is indebted for them to Mr. E. 
H. R. Revere of Boston, a lineal descendant of Paul Revere.  
21 Memorial of Paul Joseph and Edward H. R. Revere, p. 6. 
22  Boston Record Commissioners’ Reports, Vol. 18, p. 136. 
23 Chief Justice Oliver left the bench in 1775, went to England the 
next year, and died in Birmingham, October 18, 1791; Brown left 
the country at the outbreak of the war, was made governor of 
Bermuda, and died in England, February 13, 1802; Hutchinson, a 
brother of Governor Hutchinson, went to England and died there. 
— William T. Davis, History of the Judiciary of Massachusetts, pp. 
92, 97, 98. 
24 Massachusetts Historical Society Proceedings, 18751876, pp. 
109, 110. 
25 New England Magazine, Vol. 3 (1832), p. 309 
26 Massachusetts Historical Society Proceedings, Vol. 13 (1873-
1875), p. 200; also Boston Gazelle, August 22, 1768. 

******** 
Finis
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The definitions of moral character are from Noah Webster’s 1828 DICTIONARY: 
character — a mark made by cutting or engraving, as on stone, metal or other hard material…a mark or figure 
made by stamping or impression…the peculiar qualities, impressed by nature or habit on a person, which 
distinguish him from others. 

charity — love, benevolence, good will. 

chastity — purity of the body,…freedom from obscenity, as in language or conversation. 

civility — the state of being civilized; refinement of manners; good breeding; politeness; complaisance; courtesy,… 
civilities denote acts of politeness. 

complaisance — a pleasing deportment; courtesy; that manner of address and behavior in social intercourse 
which gives pleasure; civility. 

complaisant — pleasing in manners; courteous; obliging. 

courtesy — elegance or politeness of manners; especially, politeness connected with kindness; civility…to treat 
with civility. 

ethics — the doctrines of morality or social manners…a system of moral principles. 

evil — having bad qualities of a moral kind; wicked; corrupt; perverse; wrong…moral evil is any deviation of a 
moral agent from the rules of conduct prescribed to him by God, or by legitimate human authority. 

felicity — happiness; blessedness. 

fidelity — faithfulness; careful and exact observance of duty,…honesty; veracity. 

humble — lowly, modest; meek. 

humility — in ethics, freedom from pride and arrogance; humbleness of mind. 

industry — habitual diligence in any employment, either bodily or mental. 

justice — the virtue which consists in giving everyone what is his due…honesty and integrity in commerce or 
mutual intercourse. 

manner — form; method; way of performing or executing; custom; habitual practice. 

mannerly — with civility; respectfully; without rudeness. 

manners — deportment; carriage; behavior; conduct; course of life; in a moral sense. 

modesty — that lowly temper which accompanies a moderate estimate of one’s own worth and importance. 

moral — relating to the practice, manners or conduct of men as social beings in relation to each other, and with 
reference to right and wrong.  The word moral is applicable to actions that are good or evil, virtuous, or vicious, 
and has reference to the law of God as the standard by which their character is to be determined. 

morality — the doctrine or system of moral duties, or duties of men in their social character; ethics. 

polite — literally, smooth, glossy, and used in this sense till within a century.  Being polished or elegant in 
manners; refined in behavior; well bred; courteous; complaisant; obliging. 

precept — in a general sense, any commandment or order intended as an authoritative rule of action; but applied 
particularly to commands respecting moral conduct.  The Ten Commandments are so many precepts for the 
regulation of our moral conduct. 

principle — in a general sense, the cause, source or origin of anything; that from which a thing proceeds; as the 
principle of motion; the principles of actions;…ground; foundation; that which supports an assertion, an action, or a 
series of actions or of reasoning.…a general truth; a law comprehending many subordinate truths; as the 
principles of morality, of law, of government, etc. 

quality — property; that which belongs to a body or substance, or can be predicated of it…virtue or particular 
power of producing certain effects…disposition; temper…virtue or vice as good qualities, or bad 
qualities…character. 

refinement — the act of purifying by separating from a substance all extraneous matter;…polish of language; 
elegance; purity,…purity of heart; the state of the heart purified from sensual and evil affections. 

rule — government,…control; supreme command or authority;…that which is established as a principle, standard 
or directory; that by which anything is to be adjusted or regulated, or to which it is to be conformed…established 
mode or course of proceeding prescribed in private life.  Every man should have some fixed rules for managing 
his own affairs. 

strength — firmness; solidity or toughness…power of resisting attacks; fastness. 

temperance — moderation; particularly, habitual, moderation in regard to the indulgence of the natural appetites 
and passions. 

truth — conformity to fact or reality; true state of facts. 

valor — strength of mind in regard to danger; that quality which enables a man to encounter danger with firmness; 
person bravery. 

veracity — habitual observance of truth. 

vice — properly, a spot or defect; a fault; a blemish…in ethics, any voluntary action or course of conduct which 
deviates from the rules of moral rectitude, or from the plain rules of propriety…corruption of manners. 

virtue — strength, the practice of moral duties and abstaining from vice…the practice of moral duties from sincere 
love to God and His laws, is virtue and religion. 
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